
Part 2: Summer Programme, Week 1 (7 – 13 July 2024) 

 

Sunday 7 July 

 

As I enrolled in a two-week course (7 – 20 July 2024) at the International Summer Programme of 

Cambridge University, Institute of Continuing Education (ICE)1, I had to register at Selwyn College on 

Sunday afternoon : Welcome to Selwyn College, Cambridge | Selwyn College. 

Selwyn College was founded in 1882, but several buildings have been built on its grounds since, like 

in Cripps’ Court and Ann’s Court, providing comfortable and ensuite rooms to students and summer 

guests. 

 

 
 

The construction of Old Court began in 1880 and is built in Ketton stone and local red brick, in the 

Victorian Late Perpendicular Gothic Revival style. Selwyn College is conveniently adjoining Selgwick 

Site, where most of our classes and plenary lectures took place. 

 
1 https://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/courses/international-summer-programmes 

https://www.sel.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/courses/international-summer-programmes


 
The Old Court: view of the Porter’s Lodge (on the left) and Stairs B, C, D and E 

 

 
Old Court: the (Dining) Hall 

 

 
Photo of the arms and motto of Selwyn College, above the College’s main entrance door 

The College’s motto comes from a biblical quotation, meaning in English "Quit ye like men" (source: 

Selwyn College, Cambridge - Wikipedia) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selwyn_College,_Cambridge


 

  
The interior of the Dining Hall The Chapel, at dusk 

 

 

  
The interior of Selwyn’s Chapel 

 



 
The Master’s Lodge 

 

 

Selwyn Lower Gardens – View from the pond towards the Chapel 



 
Selwyn Lower Gardens, view towards Sidgwick Site 

 

 

 
Way to Ann’s Court 



 
Ann’s Court, Panorama 

 

  
Passage to Ann’s Court The new library at dusk in Ann’s Court 

 

In 2022-23, there were 750 students in Selwyn (443 Undergraduates and 307 Postgraduates). And 

as trivia information, we find the actors Hugh Laurie (born in 1959) and Tom Hollander (born in 1967) 

among Selwyn’s former students… (Source: Selwyn College, Cambridge - Wikipedia) 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selwyn_College,_Cambridge


Monday 8 July to Friday 12 July 

 

Contrary to the other courses in this summer programme, my morning class “Kings, families, 

revenge: Shakespeare’s King Lear and The Tempest” took place at Newnham College—the second 

Ladies’ College in Cambridge, founded in 1871 and built in a Queen Anne style—on the other side 

of Sidgwick Road, giving me an opportunity to explore another Victorian college in Cambridge. 

The class happened in the Old Labs, nestled in a little area of wilderness on the College’s grounds. 

 

 
Newnham College: the first Court after the Porter’s Lodge (view from the cafeteria’s terrace) 

 

 
Newnham’s beautiful gardens 



 
 

For a 360° tour of the College, click on this link: Virtual tour | Newnham College (cam.ac.uk). 

You can read more about the women’s fight for access to education at Cambridge University in this 

article: 150 years of women at Cambridge University | Apollo Magazine (apollo-magazine.com) and 

the role of Newnham in their endeavour: History of the College | Newnham College (cam.ac.uk). 

And as trivia information: the actress Emma Thompson (born in 1959) was educated in this College, 

where she became a member of the Footlights Dramatic Club. 

 

  
The Old Labs, almost hidden behind a little area of wilderness 

 

The initial idea of having scientific laboratories far from the other buildings makes sense when we 

consider the consequences that some of the chemistry experiences might have produced! 

 

https://newn.cam.ac.uk/student-hub/virtual-tour
https://www.apollo-magazine.com/frustrate-the-feminine-fanatics-how-women-overcame-their-critics-at-cambridge-university/
https://newn.cam.ac.uk/about/history




 

  
Newnham door in Newnham Walk Ridley Hall, Newnham College 

 

 

 
Detail of the delicate ironwork of the gate on Newnham Walk. 

 

After a full day sat on a chair, attending classes and lectures, I enjoyed walking in the evenings or 

during our lunch breaks. Here after are some of the places I visited during these walks. 

  



Visit of the Wren Library in Trinity College (Friday 12/07) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Stairs to the Library Ceiling above the stairs and library entrance door 

Designed for Trinity College by Sir Christopher Wren (1632-1723), this striking library was finished in 

1695. It was designed on the first floor of the building to avoid the potential flood of the River Cam. 

You can find all information on this webpage: Visitors - Trinity College Library (cam.ac.uk) 

 

On display in glass cabinets were first editions of classic books, such as Shakespeare’s Folio (1623), 

The Gardener’s Labyrinth by Thomas Hill (1594) and Paradisi in Sole Paradisus Terrestris, by John 

Parkinson (1629), that I refer to in my research paper ‘The distinctive personalities of England’s 

https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/library/visitors/


gardens and landscapes and their representations in arts in “modern” history’ (respectively p. 8 and 

p.10): see https://eternal-student.com/2024/03/23/three-sisters-poetry-painting-and-gardening/ 

 

  
Entrance door (interior view) General view from the entrance 

 

  
 

The library also displayed an exhibition commemorating Lord’s Byron life and writings. As 2024 

marks 200 years since his death in Missolonghi, Greece, Trinity College (in which Byron was an 

undergraduate between 1805-1808) commissioned Dr Dan Sperrin to illustrate Don Juan—the great 

epic comic epic that Byron left incomplete upon his death in 1824—in order to reflect on the place 

of Byron’s poem in the modern world. 

 

https://eternal-student.com/2024/03/23/three-sisters-poetry-painting-and-gardening/


 
Trinity_College_Map (cam.ac.uk) 

 

 

Trinity College in films and TV series 

 

 
TrinityCollegeCamGreatCourt - Great Court, Trinity College, Cambridge - Wikipedia 

https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/download/download-main-college-map/?wpdmdl=29832&masterkey=609082ec67218
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Court,_Trinity_College,_Cambridge#/media/File:TrinityCollegeCamGreatCourt.jpg


“The Great Court Run involves attempting to run around Great Court within the length of time that it takes 

the College clock to strike the hour of twelve, including the preparatory chiming of the four quarters and the 

two sets of twelve. (The clock strikes each hour twice.) The course is approximately 370 metres long. 

Depending upon the state of winding, the clock takes between about 43 and 44½ seconds. It is traditional for 

athletically inclined members of Trinity to attempt the run every year at noon on the day of the Matriculation 

Dinner. The Great Court Run forms a central scene in the film Chariots of Fire (David Puttnam, 1981) (although 

it was not in fact filmed at Trinity)”. Source: Great Court Run - Trinity College Cambridge 

 

 
Ben Cross and Nigel Havers in Chariots of Fire (1981), Les Chariots de feu (1981) (imdb.com) 

 

Cambridge Spies, a TV mini-series (2003) is based on the true story of four brilliant young men at the 

University of Cambridge who were recruited to spy for the Soviet Union in 1934. Several Cambridge scenes 

were filmed at the colleges backs, for example when the students jump from a bridge into the River Cam: 

Cambridge Spies - Wikipedia or Cambridge Spies (Mini-série télévisée 2003) - IMDb. Apparently, Trinity 

College refused that the series was filmed on their grounds, so many scenes took place in King’s College 

instead! 

 

 
Rupert Penry-Jones, Tom Hollander, and Toby Stephens: Cambridge Spies (2003) (imdb.com) 

https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/about/great-court-run/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0082158/mediaviewer/rm4150709248/?ref_=tt_md_3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge_Spies
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0346223/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0346223/mediaviewer/rm3750167041/


  
Toby Stephens, Cambridge Spies (2003) (imdb.com) DVD cover 

 

I left Trinity College as I had entered it, through Brewhouse Gate in Garret Hostel Lane, then reached 

the City Centre through Trinity Lane and Senate House Passage: 

 

  
Side door of Trinity College in Trinity Lane Side door of Gonville and Caius College  

in Senate House Passage, near Trinity Lane 

 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0346223/mediaviewer/rm546832897/


Thinking about the difficulties encountered by women to have access to Cambridge colleges until 

the 1970s, and the prejudices against Jew students experienced by Harold Abraham in the early 

1920s and dramatized in Chariots of Fire, it seems to me quite ironical that Great Britain was 

betrayed in the 1930s by four of Cambridge’s finest male students… 

 

 

On Saturday 13 July, I ended this first week of summer course with an excursion to Stratford-upon-

Avon. You can read the account of this journey here: https://eternal-student.com/2024/07/14/an-

excursion-to-stratford-upon-avon/ 

 

 

 

To be continued in part 3… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Eva Anglessy, 23 July 2024 

https://eternal-student.com/2024/07/14/an-excursion-to-stratford-upon-avon/
https://eternal-student.com/2024/07/14/an-excursion-to-stratford-upon-avon/

