
An excursion to Stratford-Upon-Avon (13 July 2024) 

 

During the two-week summer programme that I attended at Cambridge University, I enrolled in an 

optional excursion to Stratford organized for students to see a play at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre.  

 

 



Despite the long drive (two hours and half each way), this was a memorable experience that I would 

recommend to any Shakespeare’s fan! We had two hours and a half of leisure time between our 

arrival at Stratford and the beginning of the play, so I made the most of it. Here is my photo album! 

 

Stratford is a market town with more than 800 years of history, containing many buildings including 

“five beautifully preserved Tudor homes and gardens, all directly linked with William Shakespeare 

and his family” (according to the map/guide of the tourist information centre!). 

 

From the Riverside coach Park, I went to the Visitor Centre at the end of Bridgeway, to get a map. I 

then walked to the city centre, through Bridge Street to Henley Street, in which stands Shakespeare’s 

Birthplace. 

 

 
 

Henley Street is a picturesque pedestrian street, with many cafés, shops and restaurants. 

 



 
 

 

  
 

 



 
 

And there it is, the house of Shakespeare’s parents, where William was born in 1564: 

 

 
View of Shakespeare’s Birthplace from Henley Street 



You can buy tickets to visit the house at Shakespeare Centre, just on the left. Tickets are expensive, 

£ 19.50 for an adult, so I would recommend buying a combined ticket for three houses at £ 26 if you 

can spend more time in Stratford: Shakespeare’s Birthplace. Tickets can be used within one year. 

 

The content of the house is quite interesting, and the gardens are delightful: 

 

 
Birthplace seen from the garden 

 

 

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/visit/shakespeares-birthplace/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwy8i0BhAkEiwAdFaeGO5V7AlJ3pfGnUc-fueJpOkBngGV_5MOPxpSd87r1ruX-opafy-u8BoCMGkQAvD_BwE


 
View towards the visitor shop 

 

 
Opposite view from the visitor shop towards the house 



After this first visit, I went back to Bridge Street down to Waterside, near the River Avon, in the 

direction of the Royal Shakespeare Theatre: Our theatres | Royal Shakespeare Company (rsc.org.uk) 

 

 
 

This was a very enjoyable walk. The new, transformed theatre was opened on 4 March 2011 by the 

Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh. At its back we find the older Swan Theatre. 

 

 
 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/your-visit/our-theatres/


 
The Swan Theatre 

 

On Waterside, I passed by “The Other Place”, another theatre, then went on in the direction of Holy 

Trinity Church to see Shakespeare’s Tomb, on Southern Lane then Old Town.  

 

 
Partial view of Holy Trinity Church from the graveyard 



 
 

 

  
Outside and inside views of the West door, and the font (see 8 in the map above) 

 



  
The Nave (view of the Crossing and the Chancel) The Chancel (3) 

 

  
Tombs of Anne and William Shakespeare View of Shakespeare’s bust 



 
Photocopies of entries in the Parish register of the birth and burial of William Shakespeare 

 

Outside the church, I saw a picturesque range of cottages with wisteria in College Lane: 

 

 
 



I went back to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre by the Avonbank gardens: 
 

 
 
I noticed the names of the boats: Cressida, Viola, Portia, Ursula, Ophelia, Volumnia… all evoking 
female characters in Shakespeare’s plays. 
 

  
RSC posters for the 2024/2025 season and The Merry Wives of Windsor 



For a first live experience of a play by Shakespeare, I would not have chosen The Merry Wives of 

Windsor, but did I enjoy it, nonetheless!  

The Merry Wives of Windsor | Royal Shakespeare Company (rsc.org.uk) 

 

 
The stage and part of the auditorium of the RS Theatre 

 

 
 

Eva Anglessy, 14 July 2024 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-merry-wives-of-windsor

